
Justin Bieber becomes the first solo male to debut 
at No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 songs chart and 
the Billboard 200 albums chart simultaneously, as 
“Peaches,” featuring Daniel Caesar and Giveon, 
launches atop the Hot 100. As previously reported, 
Bieber’s new LP Justice enters atop the Billboard 200.

Among all acts, Bieber joins only BTS and Taylor 
Swift in having started at No. 1 on both the Hot 100 
and Billboard 200 simultaneously, with Swift having 
accomplished the feat twice.

“Peaches” premieres as Bieber’s seventh Hot 100 
No. 1 and the first each for Caesar and Giveon.

The Hot 100 blends all-genre U.S. streaming (of-
ficial audio and official video), radio airplay and sales 
data. All charts (dated April 3) will update on Bill-
board.com tomorrow (March 30). For all chart news, 
you can follow @billboard and @billboardcharts on 
both Twitter and Instagram.

Here’s a look at the coronation of “Peaches,” re-

leased on Raymond Braun/Def Jam and the 1,119th 
No. 1 in the Hot 100’s 62-year history. The song is 
the 50th single to debut at No. 1.

Streams, Sales & Airplay: “Peaches” drew 30.6 
million U.S. streams and sold 16,000 downloads in 
the week ending March 25, according to MRC Data. 
It also attracted 12.1 million radio airplay audience 
impressions in the week ending March 28. (Parent 
album Justice arrived March 19.)

The track opens at No. 1 on the Streaming 
Songs chart, where it’s Bieber’s fifth leader and Cae-
sar and Giveon’s first each, and No. 3 on Digital Song 
Sales.

Bieber, BTS & Taylor Swift: Bieber blasts in atop 
the Billboard 200 with Justice, his eighth No. 1 set on 
the survey.

Bieber joins only BTS and Taylor Swift in having 
debuted at No. 1 on both the Hot 100 and Billboard 
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200 simultaneously, with Swift having 
achieved the honor twice. Swift inaugurated 
the elite club when “Cardigan” and Folk-
lore began atop the respective charts 
dated Aug. 8, 2020. BTS’ “Life Goes On” 
and Be soared in atop the tallies dated Dec. 
5 and Swift repeated the feat with “Willow” 
and Evermore on the charts dated Dec. 26.

Bieber’s 7th Hot 100 No. 1: Here’s an 
updated look at Bieber’s Hot 100 No. 1s.

Title, Weeks at No. 1, Date Reached No. 1 
“What Do You Mean?,” one, Sept. 19, 2015 
“Sorry,” three, Jan. 23, 2016 
“Love Yourself,” two, Feb. 13, 2016 
“I’m the One,” DJ Khaled feat. Bieber, 
Quavo, Chance the Rapper & Lil Wayne, one, 
May 20, 2017 
“Despacito,” Luis Fonsi & Daddy Yankee 
feat. Bieber, 16, May 23, 2017 
“Stuck With U,” with Ariana Grande, one, 
May 23, 2020 
“Peaches,” feat. Daniel Caesar & Giveon, one 
to-date, April 3, 2021

Dating to his first week at No. 1 on the Hot 
100, Bieber ties Drake for the most leaders 
in the span since.

4th No. 1 debut: “Peaches” is Bieber’s 
fourth song to debut at No. 1 on the Hot 100, 
tying him with Drake for the most among 
male artists. Overall, only Ariana Grande 
boasts more No. 1 starts, with five. Prior to 
“Peaches,” Bieber began at the summit with 
“What Do You Mean?,” “I’m the One” and 
“Stuck With U.”

23rd top 10: “Peaches” also arrives as 
Bieber’s 23rd Hot 100 top 10, making him 
the 16th artist with at least that many top 
10s. The updated leaderboard: Drake, 45 top 
10s; Madonna, 38; The Beatles, 34; Rihanna, 
31; Michael Jackson, 30; Taylor Swift, 29; 
Mariah Carey, Stevie Wonder, 28 each; Janet 
Jackson, Elton John, 27 each; Lil Wayne, 
Elvis Presley, 25 each (with Presley’s career 
having predated the Hot 100’s inception); 
Bieber, Whitney Houston, Paul McCartney 
and The Rolling Stones, 23 each.

Caesar, Giveon reign: Daniel Caesar 
crowns the Hot 100 after charting two 
previous entries: “Get You,” featuring Kali 
Uchis (No. 93 peak, March 2018), and “Best 
Part,” featuring H.E.R. (No. 75, October 
2018). In July 2019, he achieved his first Bill-
board 200 with Case Study 01 (No. 10).

“Peaches” is Giveon’s fourth Hot 100 
entry and one of two currently in the top 40: 
“Heartbreak Anniversary” rises to No. 29, 
a new high. His “Like I Want You” reached 
No. 87 a week ago, while he made his first 
appearance as featured on Drake’s “Chicago 
Freestyle” (No. 14, May 2020). A week ago, 
Giveon earned his first Billboard 200 top 
10 with When It’s All Said and Done… Take 
Time (No. 5).

‘Peach’ perfect: “Peaches” is ripe for the 
Hot 100’s top spot in a song title for the first 
time, although the word has appeared at No. 
1 in the artist field: Peaches & Herb’s “Re-
united” reigned for four weeks in May 1979. 

(Shout-out to reader Jesper Tan of Subang 
Jaya, Malaysia, for the fun fact, sent in an-
ticipation of the new No. 1’s sweet success.)

“Peaches” also takes over as the highest-
charting Hot 100 hit with that word in its 
title, surpassing 112’s “Peaches & Cream,” 
which reached No. 4 in July 2001.

More food for thought: Per research 
by Billboard’s Paul Grein and Andrew Unter-
berger, “Peaches” is the fourth Hot 100 No. 
1 whose title includes a fruit reference, and 
the second in less than a year. The refresh-
ingly flavorful four:

“I Heard It Through the Grapevine,” Mar-
vin Gaye, seven weeks at No. 1, beginning 
Dec. 14, 1968 
“One Bad Apple,” The Osmonds, five, Feb. 
13, 1971 
“Watermelon Sugar,” Harry Styles, one, Aug. 
15, 2020 
“Peaches,” Justin Bieber feat. Daniel Caesar 
& Giveon, one to-date, April 3, 2021

R&Bieber: “Peaches” concurrently 
debuts at No. 1 on the multi-metric Hot 
R&B/Hip-Hop Songs and Hot R&B 
Songs charts, which use the same method-
ology as the Hot 100. On the former ranking, 
Bieber adds his second No. 1, following his 
featured turn on DJ Khaled’s “I’m the One” 
in 2017. On the latter list, he adds his fourth 
leader, after DJ Khaled’s “No Brainer,” fea-
turing Bieber, Chance the Rapper and Quavo 
(2017), and his own “Yummy” and “Inten-
tions,” the latter featuring Quavo, both in 
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2020. Daniel Caesar and Giveon each top 
the charts for the first time.

Cardi B’s “Up” drops to No. 2 on the Hot 
100 a week after reaching No. 1. The song 
drew 35.2 million in radio airplay audience 
(up 1%) and 23.5 million streams (up 3%) 
and sold 17,000 (down 8%) in the tracking 
week. The track tallies a fifth week atop the 
multi-metric Hot Rap Songs chart.

Silk Sonic’s “Leave the Door Open” 
descends to No. 3 from its No. 2 high, as the 
song by the duo of Bruno Mars and Ander-
son .Paak surges to the top 10 of the Radio 
Songs chart (12-8; 48.5 million, up 26%). 
The track, Mars’ 17th Radio Songs top 10 
and Anderson .Paak’s first, reaches the re-
gion in just its third week on the chart, com-
pleting the fastest rise to the top 10 in over a 
year, since Justin Bieber’s “Yummy” needed 
only two frames in January 2018. Mars ties 
his fastest flight to the Radio Songs top 10, 
previously achieved with “24K Magic” in 
2016 and “Finesse,” with Cardi B, in 2018.

Olivia Rodrigo’s former eight-week Hot 
100 No. 1 “Drivers License” dips 3-4, as it 
spends a third week at No. 1 on Radio Songs 
(70 million, down 3%).

The Weeknd’s “Save Your Tears” holds at 
No. 5 on the Hot 100, after reaching No. 4, 
and his “Blinding Lights” also stays in place, 
at No. 6, after spending four weeks at No. 
1 last April-May. “Lights” adds a record-
extending 55th week in the top 10, after it 
became the first song to total a year in the 

bracket.
“Blinding Lights” ties for the fifth-longest 

overall stay in the Hot 100’s history: 68 
weeks. It also equals LMFAO’s “Party Rock 
Anthem,” featuring Lauren Bennett and 
GoonRock, for the most weeks spent on the 
Hot 100 among No. 1 hits.

Most Weeks on the Billboard Hot 100 
87, “Radioactive,” Imagine Dragons, No. 3 
peak, 2012-14 
79, “Sail,” AWOLNATION, No. 17, 2011-14 
76, “I’m Yours,” Jason Mraz, No. 6, 2008-09 
69, “How Do I Live,” LeAnn Rimes, No. 2, 
1997-98 
68, “Blinding Lights,” The Weeknd, No. 1 
(four weeks), 2020-21 
68, “Counting Stars,” OneRepublic, No. 2, 
2013-14 
68, “Party Rock Anthem,” LMFAO feat. Lau-
ren Bennett & GoonRock, No. 1 (six weeks), 
2011-12

Dua Lipa’s No. 5-peaking “Levitating,” 
featuring DaBaby, holds at No. 7 on the Hot 
100; Drake’s former one-week No. 1 “What’s 
Next” falls 4-8; and Pop Smoke’s “What You 
Know Bout Love” returns to the top 10, and 
its peak, rising 12-9.

Rounding out the Hot 100’s top 10, 
24kGoldn’s “Mood,” featuring Iann Dior, 
slips 8-10, after eight nonconsecutive weeks 
at No. 1 in October through mid-January, 
as it leads the multi-metric Hot Rock & 
Alternative Songs and Hot Alternative 
Songs charts for a 30th week each.

Again, for all chart news, you can follow 
@billboard and @billboardcharts on both 
Twitter and Instagram and all charts (dated 
April 3), including the Hot 100 in its en-
tirety, will refresh on Billboard.com tomor-
row (March 30). 

Justin Bieber 
Scores Eighth  
No. 1 Album  
on Billboard  
200 Chart  
With ‘Justice’
BY KEITH CAULFIELD

J
ustin Bieber achieves his eighth No. 
1 album on the Billboard 200 chart, 
as Justice debuts atop the tally with 
154,000 equivalent album units earned 

in the U.S. in the week ending March 25, 
according to MRC Data. The album was 
released via Raymond Braun/Def Jam on 
March 18.

Justice halts the chart-topping domina-
tion of Morgan Wallen’s Dangerous: The 
Double Album, which spent 10 consecutive 
weeks in a row, all from its debut, at No. 1. It 
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falls to No. 3 on the new chart. 
The Billboard 200 chart ranks the most 

popular albums of the week in the U.S. based 
on multi-metric consumption as measured 
in equivalent album units. Units comprise 
album sales, track equivalent albums (TEA) 
and streaming equivalent albums (SEA). 
Each unit equals one album sale, or 10 indi-
vidual tracks sold from an album, or 3,750 
ad-supported or 1,250 paid/subscription 
on-demand official audio and video streams 
generated by songs from an album. The 
new April 3, 2021-dated chart (where Jus-
tice opens at No. 1) will be posted in full 
on Billboard’s website on March 30. For all 
chart news, follow @billboard and @bill-
boardcharts on both Twitter and Instagram.

Of Justice’s 154,000 equivalent album 
units earned in the tracking week end-
ing March 25, SEA units comprise 119,000 
(equaling 157.02 million on-demand streams 
of the album’s songs), album sales comprise 
just over 30,000 and TEA units comprise a 
little more than 4,000. 

Justice’s start of 154,000 represents the 
second-biggest debut week for an album in 
2021, following Dangerous’ start of 265,000 
(Jan. 23-dated chart).

The new album was previewed by a 
quartet of top 40-charting hits on the Bill-
board Hot 100 songs chart: “Holy,” featur-
ing Chance the Rapper (No. 3; Oct. 3, 
2020-dated chart); “Lonely,” with Benny 
Blanco (No. 12; Jan. 23); “Anyone” (No. 6; 
Jan. 16) and “Hold On” (No. 26; March 20). 
The album’s newest single is “Peaches,” 
featuring Giveon and Daniel Caesar. The 
track was released alongside the album, and 
it’s likely to bow on an array of Billboard 
charts dated April 3.

All 10 of Bieber’s charting albums have 
reached the top 10. He’s only missed the 
top slot twice. Here’s a recap of all 10 of his 
charting sets: Justice (No. 1), Changes (No. 
1; Feb. 20, 2020), Purpose (No. 1; Dec. 5, 
2015), Believe: Acoustic (No. 1; Feb. 16, 
2013), Believe (No. 1; July 7, 2012), Under 
the Mistletoe (No. 1; Nov. 19, 2011), Never 
Say Never: The Remixes EP (No. 1; March 5, 
2011), My Worlds Acoustic (No. 7; Dec. 11, 
2010), My World 2.0 (No. 1 for four weeks; 
April 10, 2010) and My World EP (No. 5; 
April 10, 2010).

As Bieber is a youthful 27 years and one 
month old (he turned 27 on March 1), he 
also happens to be the youngest soloist 
with eight No. 1 albums. He was already the 
youngest to notch seven. Elvis Presley was 
previously the youngest soloist with either 
seven or eight leaders, until Bieber’s latest 
No. 1s came long. Presley was 26 years and 
11 months, and then 29 years and 11 months, 
respectively, when the soundtracks to Blue 
Hawaii and Roustabout topped the chart 
in 1961 and 1965, respectively. If one also 
counted groups in these calculations, all 
four members of The Beatles were younger 
than 26 at the time of the band’s eighth No. 
1, 1965’s Yesterday and Today.

For the first time in nearly three months, 
the Nos. 1 and 2 albums on the Billboard 200 
are both debuts, as Lana Del Rey’s Chem-
trails Over the Country Club bows at No. 2. 
The set starts with 75,000 equivalent album 
units earned. Of that sum, 58,000 comprise 
album sales (making it the top-selling album 
of the week), 16,000 comprise SEA units 
(equaling 21.19 million on-demand streams 
of the album’s songs) and less than 1,000 
comprise TEA units.

Chemtrails Over the Country Club is Lana 
Del Rey’s seventh top 10 album, of eight 
total charting sets, following Norman Fuck-
ing Rockwell! (No. 3; Sept. 14, 2019), Lust for 
Life (No. 1; Aug. 12, 2017), Honeymoon (No. 
2; Oct. 10, 2015), Ultraviolence (No. 1; July 
5, 2014), Paradise (No. 10; Dec. 1, 2012) 
and Born to Die (No. 2; Feb. 18, 2012). Her 
only album to miss the top 10 was her self-
titled release, which peaked at No. 20 on Jan 
28, 2012.

The last time both the Nos. 1 and 2 albums 
on the Billboard were debuts was on the 
Dec. 26, 2020-dated list, when Taylor 
Swift’s Evermore and Kid Cudi’s Man on 
the Moon III: The Chosen debuted in the top 
two slots, respectively.

Back on the new chart, Wallen’s Dan-
gerous falls 1-3 in its 11th week on the list, 
with 66,000 equivalent album units earned 
(down 4%).

Pop Smoke’s former leader Shoot for the 
Stars Aim for the Moon is pushed down two 
spots to No. 4 with 40,000 equivalent album 
units earned (up less than 1%).

Dua Lipa’s Future Nostalgia descends 3-5 

with 36,000 equivalent album units earned 
(down 5%), Pooh Shiesty’s Shiesty Season is 
a non-mover at No. 6 with 31,000 units (up 
3%) and The Weeknd’s former No. 1 After 
Hours dips 4-7 with nearly 31,000 units 
(down 5%).

Lil Baby’s previous leader My Turn falls 
7-8 with 30,000 equivalent album units 
earned (down less than 1%), Lil Durk’s The 
Voice lowers 8-9 with 28,000 units (down 
3%) and Luke Combs’ former No. 1 What 
You See Is What You Get rises 11-10 with 
27,000 units (up 2%). 

Vivendi 
Shareholders  
OK Distribution  
of 60% of  
UMG Shares
BY DAN RYS

A
s Vivendi inches closer to an 
initial public offering for the 
Universal Music Group later 
this year, its shareholders have 

approved the latest maneuver on the road to 
that eventuality.

Vivendi said on Monday (March 29) 
that 99.98% of its shareholders approved 
a resolution distributing 60% of shares in 
UMG amongst Vivendi shareholders, worth 
approximately €18 billion as dividends.

That €18 billion is based on a €30 billion 
valuation established when Vivendi sold 
first an initial 10% stake, then an additional 
10% stake, to a consortium led by Tencent 
Corp. over the past two years for a total of 
€6 billion. That leaves Vivendi with a 20% 
stake, worth €6 billion, in UMG when it 
goes public as planned in the second half of 
the year.

Paris-based Vivendi will list UMG on the 
Amsterdam Euronext exchange, rather than 
the New York Stock Exchange, which is 
both reflective of Vivendi’s significant hold-
ings and a Brexit-era rule that means that 
European companies must list on a Euro-
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Best Latin Pop Or Urban Album
Bad Bunny YHLQMDLG (Rimas Entertainment)

Best Traditional Blues Album
Bobby Rush Rawer Than Raw (Deep Rush Records/Thirty Tigers)

Best Metal Performance
Body Count “Bum-Rush” (Century Media)

Best Contemporary Blues AlbumBest Contemporary Blues Album
Fantastic Negrito Have You Lost Your Mind Yet? (Cooking Vinyl)

Best Arrangement, Instrumental Or A Cappella
John Beasley “Donna Lee” (Mack Avenue)

Best American Roots Performance
John Prine “I Remember Everything” (Oh Boy Records/Thirty Tigers)

Best American Roots Song
John Prine “I Remember Everything” (Oh Boy Records/Thirty Tigers)John Prine “I Remember Everything” (Oh Boy Records/Thirty Tigers)

Best Jazz Vocal Album 
Kurt Elling (feat. Danilo Pérez) “Secrets Are the Best Stories” (Edition Records)

Best Historical Album
Mister Rogers IT’S SUCH A GOOD FEELING:

THE BEST OF MISTER ROGERS (Omnivore Recordings)

Best Classical Instrumental Solo 
Richard O’Neill, viola; David Alan Miller, conductor, Albany SymphonyRichard O’Neill, viola; David Alan Miller, conductor, Albany Symphony

Theofanidis: Concerto for Violin and Orchestra
& Concerto for Viola and Chamber Orchestra (Albany Records)

Best Contemporary Instrumental Album
Snarky Puppy Live At The Royal Albert Hall (GroundUP Music)



pean Union-based exchange.
The UMG IPO will also come at a hot 

time for the music market, in which as-
sets are fetching higher valuations than in 
recent years due to a combination of market 
forces and low interest rates. Last year, the 
Warner Music Group went public in an IPO 
that valued it at $12.5 billion, while Big Hit 
Entertainment, the conglomerate behind 
Korean boy band BTS, went public on The 
Korea Exchange late last year at a $7.5 bil-
lion valuation.

Despite the pandemic-enforced global 
economic hit, Universal saw a 3.8% in-
crease in revenue in 2020 over the year 
prior, raking in €7.43 billion as the music 
group continued to ride the streaming wave 
to bigger returns. While the pandemic 
decimated the live industry, recorded music 
revenues in general continued their upward 
climb, and the world’s largest music com-
pany grew apace. 

As Europe Locks 
Down, Spanish 
Promoters Test 
Concert Limits
BY RAPHAEL MINDER

M
ADRID — In Europe’s latest 
bid to get live music fans back 
on the dance floor, promot-
ers in Barcelona are staging a 

5,000-person indoor concert on Saturday 
(March 27) with no seating or social dis-
tancing.

The promoters, who are billing the event 
with Love of Lesbian, a Spanish indie rock 
band, as the largest indoor rock concert on 
the continent since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began, are hopeful the limited capacity show 
will help them make their case to Spanish 
health officials that live concerts can be 
resumed safely.

The show at the 17,000-capacity Palau 
was organized by a consortium of Spanish 
festival promoters, including those behind 
Barcelona’s Sonar and Primavera events. 

The promoters are working with a local 
medical team to test the concertgoers for 
the virus before the event and to monitor 
any potential disease spread afterwards.

The Barcelona concert comes as several 
European nations, including France and 
Italy, have recently put citizens back under 
strict lockdown to help contain a third wave 
of COVID-19 cases, which has led to a new 
round of live music cancellations. In Germa-
ny, the government announced an extension 
of the country’s lockdown, until April 18, as 
promoter CTS Eventim canceled six festi-
vals in Germany and one in Switzerland.

In Spain this week, Sonar became the 
latest major festival to postpone its signa-
ture event, which had been scheduled for 
June, until 2022. Sonar instead plans to hold 
two smaller events in October. Spain’s virus 
caseload has been rising again this month, 
prompting authorities to forbid travel across 
the country ahead of the Easter vacation and 
local administrations to impose a series of 
curfews and other restrictions.

Against that backdrop, the organizers of 
Saturday’s concert insist it should be viewed 
as a medical experiment rather than a com-
mercial endeavor.

“If you just look at this as a normal con-
cert, of course it doesn’t seem to fit in well 
with the current pandemic context,” says 
Laura Costa, a spokeswoman for the min-
istry of culture of the region of Catalonia, 
whose main city is Barcelona. “But this is 
not a normal concert. It is really an inves-
tigation into how post-COVID society can 
return to normal life.”

During Saturday’s event, the audience will 
occupy the dance floor without having to 
maintain social distance. They will, howev-
er, have to wear face masks at all times and 
remain within one of three sections of the 
dance floor to which they will be assigned 
— as well as respect social distancing while 
getting a drink in the Palau’s catering area.

In order to attend the show, which costs 
€23 ($27), concertgoers must also sign 
a waiver, and they are free to use public 
transport to reach the venue. The medical 
team will administer rapid antigen tests to 
all attendees before the show.

Promoters and researchers in other 
countries, including the Netherlands and 

Germany, have held similar pilot concerts 
in recent months to try to chart a path for a 
safe return to live indoor shows. Earlier this 
month, organizers in Amsterdam invited 
1,300 clubbers to dance for four hours at 
the Ziggo Dome to sets from Sam Feldt, 
Lady Bee and Sunnery James & Ryan 
Marciano.

In Germany, university researchers last 
August staged a concert for singer-songwrit-
er Tim Bendzko as a controlled scientific 
experiment that lasted 10 hours and in-
volved multiple scenarios, including using a 
fog machine to measure audience exposure 
to aerosol droplets. They concluded that 
proper ventilation was the key to keeping 
the risk of virus spread low.

Saturday’s concert is a follow-up to a 
test concert held last December in the Sala 
Apolo, a smaller Barcelona venue, which 
about 500 people attended. Organizers there 
tested a separate group of 500 people for 
COVID-19 on the day of the show but used 
them as a control group.

When all 1,000 people later got tested 
again, the 500 actual concertgoers all tested 
negative for COVID-19, while two people in 
the control group tested positive, accord-
ing to Dr. Josep Maria Llibre, a specialist in 
infectious diseases from the Germans Trias 
hospital in Barcelona, who will monitor the 
Palau concert.

This time, however, organizers will not 
test the audience after the concert. Instead, 
the medical team will keep track of public 
medical records to see whether any of the 
concertgoers later get sick from COVID-19. 
Llibre acknowledges it will be a less-rigor-
ous tracking method than that used at the 
Apolo. But, he says, “What is important is to 
demonstrate that this is not a super-spread-
ing event, which is how concerts have been 
characterized.”

Ticket sales for Saturday’s event will 
cover 36% of the budget of about €250,000 
($295,000). Another 30% will come from 
public authorities, 24% from private spon-
sors and 10% from the promoters organizing 
the event. Ventura Barba, the executive di-
rector of the Sonar music festival, forecasts 
the concert will break even.

The 5,000-capacity limit of about 30% is 
in line with what officials have allowed at 
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similar venues in Spain recently. In Decem-
ber, about 4,300 people attended a concert 
at the Wizink Center in Madrid by singer 
Raphael, which generated significant criti-
cism on social media, even though the seat-
ing plan respected social distancing rules.

Promoters hope the Love of Lesbian 
concert proves to be a litmus test for indoor 
shows, as well as for music tourism destina-
tions like Ibiza. Still, Barba says it was not 
designed to be a precise model for reopen-
ing clubs or relaunching festivals that oper-
ate on different scales and with different 
budgets.

“If this goes well, it doesn’t mean that 
festivals will then be held using the same 
methodology,” Barba says. “It’s about taking 
it one step at a time and not about going 
from zero to 100.” 

Attorney Plans to 
File Dozens  
of Refund 
Lawsuits Against 
Ultra Miami
BY DAVE BROOKS

A 
Boca Raton attorney is trying a 
new tactic to induce the promot-
ers behind Ultra Music Festival 
to refund fans now that the South 

Florida festival has been postponed twice 
due to COVID-19.

Attorney Marcus Wolf Corwin is a former 
litigator-turned-consumer rights lawyer 
who filed a 2020 class action lawsuit against 
Event Entertainment Group, the promotion 
company behind the long-running dance 
festival that was scheduled to take place in 
Bayfront Park in Miami in 2020.

When the case was sent to arbitration — 
and then postponed a second time without 
refunds — Corwin decided to try a new 
tactic, filing arbitration claims against Event 
Entertainment Group for every fan want-
ing a refund as well as a small claims case in 
Miami-Dade County Court. Corwin has filed 

on behalf of three clients already and has a 
dozen more in the pipeline for next week.

“We are seeking a global settlement with 
[Event Entertainment Group] that will 
address our clients’ request for refunds” 
plus attorneys fees, Corwin tells Billboard. 
“Settlement is a better path than continued 
litigation for both the consumer and the de-
fendant and I am hopeful that by filing these 
actions we can come to a mutually agreeable 
resolution.

While Corwin insists his strategy isn’t to 
inundate Ultra with dozens of small claims, 
the tactic has definitely gotten their atten-
tion.

“I’m trying to stop the flow of people 
being screwed,” says Corwin, who previ-
ously worked as a concert promoter before 
becoming an attorney in the 1980s.

“Many consumers don’t read all the terms 
and conditions before filing a claim” and 
don’t realize they’ll get a VIP ticket for next 
year’s festival instead of a refund, he says. 
“When you’ve got 25,000 people receiving a 
VIP ticket, you have to wonder how VIP the 
pass actually is.”

There’s also no guarantee that Ultra will 
have enough capital to return in 2022 and 
owners Russell Faibisch and Adam Russa-
koff have said little about Ultra’s solvency or 
ability to return to form. (Billboard reached 
to a rep at Ultra for comment but did not 
receive a response).

Ultra became the first major U.S. festival 
to be postponed by the spread of the corona-
virus when Miami Mayor Francis Suarez an-
nounced on March 5, 2020 that the event 
was being pushed to 2021 in advance of a 
national lockdown order.

Cancellation and postponements soon 
followed for Coachella, Electric Daisy Car-
nival, Lollapalooza and many others. But, 
unlike Ultra, fans for festivals promoted by 
Live Nation and AEG offered fans the choice 
between a full refund or the option to roll 
tickets over to the next year.

Ultra organizers did not offer fans a 
refund, essentially forcing them to accept 
postponement tickets for Ultra 2021 or 2022, 
“affording [fans] one month to affirmatively 
agree to defer their tickets before the value 
of their tickets would be forfeited,” Rob-
ert Scola, district judge for the Southern 

District of Florida, wrote in his ruling on the 
federal class action case. Noting that ticket 
buyers had agreed to settle all disputes with 
Ultra organizers through third-party arbi-
tration, Scola paused the case and sent the 
dispute to arbitration on Nov. 23, 2020.

In January, Ultra organizers again post-
poned the festival with Ultra attorney Sandy 
York writing to Miami city manager Arthur 
Noriega requesting the event be rescheduled 
for March 25, 26 and 27, 2022. For a second 
year, fans were not offered refunds.

Corwin has also sued popstar Madon-
na and concert promotion giant Live Nation 
over the singer’s doomed 2019 Madame X 
tour. Representing ticket holders who paid 
thousands of dollars to see the intimate 
venue tour, Corwin argued that decisions to 
move the start of the show from 8:30 p.m. 
to 10:30 p.m., along with other last minute 
changes, diminished the value of the tickets. 
The case was eventually settled out of court.

“My goal is to create a more level playing 
field for consumers,” Corwin says. “Many 
people love these brands and we want to 
encourage them to do the right thing by 
their fans.” 

Malcolm Cecil, 
Synth Pioneer  
and Stevie 
Wonder 
Collaborator,  
Dies at 84
BY LARS BRANDLE

M
alcolm Cecil, the Grammy 
Award-winning musician, re-
cord producer, audio engineer 
and synthesizer trailblazer 

who worked closely with Stevie Won-
der and many other soul greats, died Sunday 
(March 28) after a long illness. He was 84.

Born in London, Cecil cut his musical 
teeth as a jazz artist, playing bass with a 
string of bands in the ‘50s and ‘60s and with 
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Blues Incorporated, which he co-founded 
with Alexis Korner.

Always keen to push musical boundar-
ies, Cecil would settle on the synth as his 
weapon of choice.

Cecil designed and built the TONTO — 
The Original New Timbral Orchestra — an 
instrument that’s acknowledged as the 
world’s first and largest multi-timbral, poly-
phonic analog audio synth. The TONTO ap-
pears as otherworldly today as when it was 
first unveiled, an instrumental that could 
easily pass as a time-travel machine.

He teamed up with Robert Margouleff 
to form TONTO’s Expanding Head Band, a 
genre-bending project that influenced gen-
erations of music-makers and led to some 
surprise collaborations.

Cecil and Margouleff’s sonic mastery 
caught the attention of Stevie Wonder, 
who tapped the pair to co-produce a string 
of classic albums, including Music Of My 
Mind through Fulfillingness’ First Finale.

“Music of My Mind was made with the 
best hearts in the world. Everything we did 
was done in that three-point of view aspect,” 
he told OkayPlayer’s Chris Williams for an 
interview published in 2019, “and we were 
trading hats during the process of making 
this album.” He continued, “There were 
three of us. We could fill each of the spots, 
without any breaching, and we could switch 
hats instantaneously.”

Cecil would work with a who’s who of the 
music community in the ‘60s and beyond, 
including The Isley Brothers, Little Feat, 
Richie Havens, Gil Scott-Heron, Quincy 
Jones, James Taylor and Randy Newman.

Cecil won the only Grammy Award he 
was nominated for, taking out the best 
engineered recording-non-classical category 
at the 1973 ceremony for Wonder’s Innervi-
sions.

In 1997, the U.K.’s Q Magazine honored 
Cecil with the Unsung Hero award for life-
time achievement.

Friends from the creative community 
paid tribute to the innovator. The Bob Moog 
Foundation, established by the late synth 
pioneer Robert Moog, remembered Ceil as a 
“legendary creative genius.” 

[PIAS] Rebrands 
Distribution  
Arm to [Integral], 
Naming Adrian 
Pope Managing 
Director
BY TATIANA CIRISANO

I
ndependent music group [PIAS] is 
rebranding its distribution and music 
services business to [Integral] Distri-
bution Services, effective immediately, 

along with making several new executive 
appointments.

“I am incredibly proud of the launch of 
[Integral], marking the next step in our 
evolution,” said [PIAS] Group CEO and 
co-founder Kenny Gates. “Through four 
decades, [PIAS] has adapted to every market 
change but by always keeping its unrivaled 
love for music, its soul and its authentic 
commitment to the independent sector and 
its artists.”

Founded in 1983, the London-based 
[PIAS] has two core divisions: the [PIAS] 
Label Group, which oversees the company’s 
record label interests, and the newly-named 
[Integral] Distribution and Label Services, 
which supports in-house labels as well as 
over 100 independent label partners globally 
including ATO, Beggars Group, Chrysalis, 
Domino, Epitaph, Ninja Tune and Secretly 
Group and has recently driven success 
for artists like Mogwai, Arlo Parks, Bicep, 
Balthazar and Maximo Park.

As part of the rebranding, Adrian 
Pope has been appointed managing director 
of [Integral], a role he will enter alongside 
his existing position as [PIAS] chief digital 
officer. He’ll be supported by Leo van 
Schaick, who will help oversee the [Inte-
gral] business globally in addition to his 
ongoing responsibilities as regional manag-
ing director of the continental European ter-
ritories outside of France. In their expanded 
roles, both Pope and Schaick will continue 

to report to [PIAS] managing director Ed-
win Schröter.

“The launch of [Integral] reaffirms our 
commitment to providing a world class 
distribution and services offering to our 
label, artist and retail partners,” Pope said. 
“By establishing a distinct identity for our 
highly successful services division, we have 
brought clarity to our mission, and will con-
tinue to demonstrate the passion, creativity 
and value we strive to deliver to our reper-
toire partners and our customers.”

[Integral] is also appointing Felicia 
Flack as head of label and artist services on 
the global team. Prior to joining [Integral], 
Flack worked at independent distributor 
Amuse, where she was responsible for ac-
quiring new clients and overseeing the com-
pany’s label and artist marketing services.

Meanwhile, [Integral]’s local operations in 
the U.K., France, Australia and the U.S. will 
continue to be led by their local respective 
[PIAS] managing directors. The group’s re-
cord company activities, including in-house 
labels and its cooperative label roster, will 
remain under the umbrella of the [PIAS] 
Label Group. 

Alabama Shakes 
Drummer  
Facing Child 
Abuse Charges
BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

T
he drummer for Grammy Award-
winning rock band Alabama 
Shakes is in custody on child 
abuse charges.

Steven William Johnson, 35, was arrested 
Wednesday after being indicted on charges 
of willful torture, willful abuse and cruelly 
beating or otherwise willfully maltreating 
a child under the age of 18, news outlets 
reported.

Johnson was taken to the Limestone 
County Jail. Bond was set at $21,500. It was 
not clear if Johnson has an attorney who 
could comment on the charges. Managers 
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for the band did not immediately respond to 
an emailed request for comment.

An arraignment date is set for April 7.
Johnson pleaded guilty in March 2020 

to violating a domestic violence protection 
order in Limestone County. He received a 
suspended sentence of a year in jail, with 24 
months on probation.

The Athens, Alabama-based band has 
been on hiatus since 2018, when lead 
singer Brittany Howard decided to focus on 
her solo project. 

Justin Bieber’s 
‘Peaches’ Debuts 
at No. 1 on  
Both Billboard 
Global Charts
BY GARY TRUST

J
ustin Bieber’s “Peaches,” featur-
ing Daniel Caesar and Giveon, is the 
biggest song in the world, as it blasts in 
at No. 1 on both the Billboard Global 

200 and Billboard Global Excl. U.S. charts.
With the track’s arrival, Bieber, Caesar 

and Giveon are the first male soloists to 
debut a song at No. 1 on both charts in the 
same week.

Plus, Bieber’s “Hold On” rebounds to the 
top 10 of both rankings. Both songs are from 
his new album, Justice, released March 19.

Additionally, Masked Wolf’s “Astronaut 
in the Ocean” ascends to the top five of both 
tallies and Kali Uchis’ “Telepatía” hits the 
Global 200’s top 10.

Billboard’s two global charts (the latest of 
which are dated April 3) began last Sep-
tember and rank songs based on streaming 
and sales activity culled from more than 200 
territories around the world, as compiled by 
MRC Data. The Billboard Global 200 is in-
clusive of worldwide data and the Billboard 
Global Excl. U.S. chart comprises data from 
territories excluding the U.S.

Chart rankings are based on a weighted 
formula incorporating official-only streams 

on both subscription and ad-supported 
tiers of audio and video music services, as 
well as download sales, the latter of which 
reflect purchases from full-service digital 
music retailers from around the world, with 
sales from direct-to-consumer (D2C) sites 
excluded from the charts’ calculations.

Global Fans Pick ‘Peaches’
Justin Bieber’s “Peaches,” featuring 

Daniel Caesar and Giveon, soars in at No. 1 
on the Billboard Global 200 with 82.9 mil-
lion streams and 21,000 sold, the top sums 
worldwide in the March 19-25 tracking 
week.

The song is the first Global 200 leader 
for each artist, as well as Bieber’s sixth top 
10, as he passes fellow Canadian Drake for 
the most top 10s in the chart’s brief history. 
Caesar (also from Canada) and Giveon (U.S.) 
each notch their first top 10.

Silk Sonic, the duo of Bruno Mars and 
Anderson .Paak, holds at its No. 2 high on 
the Global 200 with “Leave the Door Open” 
and The Weeknd’s “Save Your Tears” pushes 
4-3, after reaching No. 2.

Bieber’s “Hold On” soars from No. 20 
to No. 4 on the Global 200 (43.8 million 
streams, up 53%; 7,000 sold, up 87%), sur-
passing its prior No. 8 best.

Rounding out the Global 200’s top five, 
Masked Wolf’s “Astronaut in the Ocean” 
rises 7-5, as the hit from the Australian rap-
per, born Harry Michael, reaches the tier for 
the first time.

Elsewhere in the Global 200’s top 10, 
Colombian-American Kali Uchis make her 
first trip to the region, as “Telepatía” climbs 
11-10.

‘Peaches’ Also No. 1 Outside U.S.
Justin Bieber’s “Peaches,” featuring Dan-

iel Caesar and Giveon, concurrently bounds 
in at No. 1 on the Billboard Global Excl. U.S. 
chart with 52.5 million streams and 5,500 
sold in territories outside the U.S. in the 
March 19-25 tracking week.

Each act’s first No. 1 on the Global Excl. 
U.S. chart, “Peaches” is also Bieber’s record-
extending sixth top 10, and the first each for 
Caesar and Giveon.

The Weeknd’s “Save Your Tears” returns 
to its No. 2 Global Excl. U.S. high, from No. 
4, and Olivia Rodrigo’s “Drivers License” 
holds at No. 3 after it logged its first nine 

weeks on the list at No. 1, a record reign on 
the chart so far.

Masked Wolf’s “Astronaut in the Ocean” 
enters the Global Excl. U.S. chart’s top five, 
ascending 8-4, and BTS’ “Dynamite” drops 
2-5, after it totaled eight weeks at No. 1 
(nonconsecutively) in September-January.

Plus, Bieber’s “Hold On” charges 19-7 on 
the Global Excl. U.S. chart, besting its previ-
ous No. 9 peak.

The Billboard Global 200 and Billboard 
Global Excl. U.S. charts (dated April 3) will 
update on Billboard.com tomorrow (March 
30). For both charts, the top 100 titles are 
available to all readers on Billboard.com, 
while the complete 200-title rankings are 
visible on Billboard Pro, Billboard’s sub-
scription-based service. For all chart news, 
you can follow @billboard and @billboard-
charts on both Twitter and Instagram. 

Lindsay Lohan 
Launches Her 
New Single 
‘Lullaby’ as  
NFT Auction
BY MITCHELL PETERS

L
indsay Lohan is jumping on the 
non-fungible tokens (NFT) craze.

The actress and singer an-
nounced Saturday (March 27) on 

social media that her latest single, “Lullaby,” 
is being sold as an NFT on the FansForever 
digital platform.

“Coming straight out from a dream - Lul-
laby is an exclusive collaboration between 
Lindsay Lohan and DJ Manuel Riva and 
is here to send you on a trip down mem-
ory lane and experience nostalgia all over 
again as you glance through the visuals, be 
prepared to get lost in it for a never before 
experience,” reads a description of the track 
on fansforever.io.

Lohan has “fully invested herself in drop-
ping this song as a NFT with a sole objective 
of delivering a message of empowerment,” 
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On April 24th, Billboard will publish its annual 
International Power Players list.  This issue 
will profile the leaders in the global music 
industry including the label executives, 
concert promoters, managers, talent 
agents and lawyers, and recognize their 
achievements. Advertise and congratulate 
this year’s International Power Players to 
reach an influential audience of 
decision-makers worldwide.
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the description continues. The catchy three-
minute dance song is currently available for 
download on the site.

As of press time on Sunday afternoon, the 
bid for “Lullaby” had reached 400,710 TRX 
(about $25,400). Tech entrepreneur Justin 
Sun, founder of the Tron blockchain, tweet-
ed Saturday that he had bid 300,000 TRX 
for the song. The auction ends in four days.

Lohan has been a strong proponent of 
cryptocurrency as of late. The former Dis-
ney actress recently sold a Daft Punk NFT 
on the digital marketplace Rarible, and has 
signed a partnership with Sun’s Tron.

“It’s only a matter of time till everyone 
in Hollywood and beyond gets involved,” 
Lohan told Forbes. “Maybe we will see the 
tokenization of movies, and of how artists 
are paid for their films, music and art. I see 
a future where crypto, NFTs and blockchain 
will be the norm, rather than the exception.”

She added, “Tokenization through NFTs 
can help content creators and musicians 
actually own the property rights for what 
they create, and allow them to profit accord-
ingly.”

“Lullaby” is Lohan’s first new song 
since the release of the chill track “Back 
to Me” in April 2020. She has two top 20 
albums to her name. Her 2004 debut, Speak, 
reached No. 4 on the Billboard 200 back in 
2004, and its followup, A Little More Per-
sonal (Raw), hit No. 20 the following year.

See Lohan’s tweets about “Lullaby” below. 

Brian Rohan, San 
Francisco ‘Dope 
Lawyer’ to the 
Stars, Dies at 84
BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

B
rian Rohan, who was known as 
San Francisco’s “dope lawyer” 
for 1960s counterculture clients 
like the Grateful Dead and Ken 

Kesey, has died, according to a newspaper 
report Sunday. He was 84.

Rohan’s daughter, Kathleen Jolson, told 
the San Francisco Chronicle that her father 
died Tuesday at his home in the Bay Area 
city of Larkspur after a six-year battle with 
cancer.

After defending Kesey, author of One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, for marijuana 
possession in 1965, Rohan became the go-to 
attorney for illegal drug charges, the Chron-
icle said.

Rohan co-founded the Haight Ashbury 
Legal Organization and the group recruited 
clients in part by setting up a table outside 
the Grateful Dead house at 710 Ashbury 
Street.

Thanks to his association with the Grate-
ful Dead, Rohan also became a music lawyer. 
In 1966, he helped the band negotiate its 
first contract with Warner Bros. He also 
represented Janis Joplin, Santana and Jef-
ferson Airplane.

His non-musician clients included Beat 
writer Neal Cassady and members of the 
Merry Pranksters, the communal travelers 
chronicled in Tom Wolfe’s 1968 book The 
Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test.

“Brian Rohan, though he is probably one 
of the most successful of the dope lawyers, 
hasn’t worn a suit in a year, his usual at-
tire being faded corduroys and a T shirt,” 
the San Francisco Examiner wrote in a 1970 
story. “He wears dark glasses at all times. ‘I 
can’t look people in the eye when I ask for 
all that money — I get it, and it’s insane.’”

Rohan spent his entire life on the West 
Coast, growing up in Washington before 
attending the University of Oregon and then 
University of California Hastings College of 
Law.

Rohan is survived by Jolson and sons 
Brian Rohan Jr., Chris Ray Rohan and Mi-
chael Lonan.

Jolson told the Chronicle he died in his 
sleep.

“He worked until the last day of his life, 
clutching his phone in one hand and his 
iPad in the other,” she said. “He fought for 
his clients, he fought for his friends, and he 
fought for what he thought was right.” 

2021 NAACP 
Image Awards 
Winners: 
Complete List
BY PAUL GREIN

E
ddie Murphy received the Hall of 
Fame award during the prime-time 
telecast of the 52nd annual NAACP 
Image Awards, which aired on 

CBS, BET and many other stations on Sat-
urday (March 27). The actor and comedian 
received an Image Award for entertainer of 
the year in 1990.

Murphy received his first Emmy (out-
standing guest actor in a comedy series) last 
September for his return to NBC’s Saturday 
Night Live.

Viola Davis and the late Chadwick Bose-
man won NAACP Image Awards for out-
standing actress and actor, respectively, in 
a motion picture for their Oscar-nominated 
performances in Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom. 
But that film lost the award for outstand-
ing motion picture to Bad Boys for Life, the 
third installment in the Will Smith/Martin 
Lawrence franchise.

Davis and Boseman each won a second 
Image Award this year. Davis won for out-
standing actress in a drama [TV] series for 
the second time for ABC’s How to Get Away 
With Murder. Boseman also won outstand-
ing supporting actor in a motion picture 
for Da 5 Bloods.

In the music categories, announced 
March 25, Jhené Aiko’s Chilombo, a 
Grammy nominee for album of the year, won 
outstanding album. Beyoncé was named 
outstanding female artist for a record-ex-
tending sixth time. Drake won outstanding 
male artist for, surprisingly, the first time.

Beyoncé won four NAACP Image Awards 
this year, more than anyone else. Meghan 
Thee Stallion, Chloe x Halle, Jon Ba-
tiste and Marsai Martin of ABC’s black-
ish each won two (as did Boseman and 
Davis).

D-Nice took the award for entertainer of 
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PRIMARY WAVE 15TH ANNIVERSARY
2 0 2 1

On April 24, Billboard will salute Primary Wave Music on its 15th 
anniversary. 

Founded in 2006, Primary Wave Music is home to some of the 
most iconic songwriters and artists across the history of recorded 
music including Bob Marley, Stevie Nicks, Frankie Valli & the Four 
Seasons, Smokey Robinson, Whitney Houston, Burt Bacharach, 
Olivia Newton-John, and many more. 

 With offices in New York, Los Angeles, Austin, Nashville and 
London, Primary Wave Music has embraced an entrepreneurial 
spirit, offering and executing proactive one-of-a-kind ideas, 
unique services and marketing campaigns for our artists.  Primary 
Wave has earned a stellar reputation for being forward thinking 
and re-introducing classic artists and their music into the modern 
marketplace as well as nurturing young talent to become legends 
themselves.  This success is based upon their team of seasoned 
and creative executives collaboratively working together closely 
with our artists as partners.  As a company, Primary Wave strives 
for excellence in the pursuit of iconic artists and catalogs that not 
only reflect great artistry, but moments of culture.
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the year. In March 2020, the rapper began 
hosting “Homeschool at Club Quarantine” 
on Instagram Live as a way for people to 
come together during the pandemic. D-Nice 
has received a series of honors in the past 
year. He won a 2020 Webby Award for artist 
of the year. He also was one of the recipients 
of the Shine a Light award during the 2020 
BET Awards.

Here’s a complete list of 2021 NAACP Im-
age Awards. This encompasses the awards 
presented on the prime-time telecast and 
during five nightly pre-telecast sessions.

Overall Awards
Hall of Fame Award 

Eddie Murphy
Entertainer of the Year 

D-Nice
Chairman’s Award 

Rev. D. James Lawson
Presidents Award 

LeBron James
Social Justice Impact 

Stacey Abrams
Motion Pictures
Outstanding Motion Picture 

Bad Boys For Life
Outstanding Actress in a Motion Pic-

ture 
Viola Davis – Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom

Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture 
Chadwick Boseman – Ma Rainey’s Black 
Bottom

Outstanding supporting actor in a mo-
tion picture 
Chadwick Boseman - Da 5 Bloods

Outstanding supporting actress in a 
motion picture 
Phylicia Rashad - Jingle Jangle: A Christmas 
Journey

Outstanding ensemble cast in a motion 
picture 
Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom

Outstanding breakthrough perfor-
mance in a motion picture 
Madalen Mills - Jingle Jangle: A Christmas 
Journey

Outstanding breakthrough creative 
(motion picture) 
Nadia Hallgren - Becoming

Outstanding independent motion 
picture 

The Banker
Outstanding international motion 

picture 
NIGHT OF THE KINGS

Outstanding writing in a motion pic-
ture 
Radha Blank - The Forty-Year-Old Version

Outstanding directing in a motion 
picture 
Gina Prince-Bythewood - The Old Guard

Outstanding animated motion picture 
Soul

Outstanding documentary (film) 
John Lewis: Good Trouble

Outstanding short-film (live action 
Black Boy Joy

Outstanding short-film (animated) 
Canvas

Outstanding character voice-over per-
formance - motion picture 
Jamie Foxx - Soul

Music
Outstanding female artist 

Beyoncé - “Black Parade”
Outstanding male artist 

Drake - “Laugh Now, Cry Later”
Outstanding duo, group or collabora-

tion (traditional) 
Chloe x Halle - “Wonder What She Thinks 
Of Me”

Outstanding duo, group or collabora-
tion (contemporary) 
Megan Thee Stallion feat. Beyoncé - “Savage 
Remix”

Outstanding album 
Chilombo — Jhené Aiko

Outstanding soul/R&B song 
“Do It” - Chloe x Halle

Outstanding hip hop/rap song 
“Savage Remix” - Megan Thee Stallion feat. 
Beyoncé

Outstanding new artist 
Doja Cat - “Say So”

Outstanding producer of the year 
Hit-Boy

Outstanding music video/visual album 
“Brown Skin Girl” - Beyonce’ feat WizKid, 
SAINt JHN, Blue Ivy Carter

Outstanding soundtrack/compilation 
album 
Soul original motion picture soundtrack - 
Trent Reznor, Atticus Ross, Jon Batiste and 

Tom MacDougall
Outstanding gospel/Christian song 

“Touch From You” - Tamela Mann
Outstanding gospel/Christian album 

The Return - The Clark Sisters
Outstanding jazz album - instrumental 

Music from and Inspired by Soul - Jon 
Batiste

Outstanding jazz album - vocal 
Holy Room - Live at Alte Oper - Somi

Outstanding international song 
“Lockdown” - Original Koffee

Television
Outstanding drama series 

Power Book II: Ghost
Outstanding comedy series 

Insecure
Outstanding talk series 

Red Table Talk
Outstanding reality program/reality 

competition or game show 
Celebrity Family Feud

Outstanding variety show (series or 
special) 
VERZUZ

Outstanding news/information (series 
or special) 
The New York Times Presents The Killing 
of Breonna Taylor

Outstanding children’s program 
Family Reunion

Outstanding animated series 
Doc McStuffins

Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series 
Regé-Jean Page – Bridgerton

Outstanding Actress in a Drama Series 
Viola Davis – How To Get Away With Mur-
der

Outstanding supporting actor in a 
drama series 
Clifford “Method Man” Smith - Power Book 
II: Ghost

Outstanding supporting actress in a 
drama series 
Mary J. Blige - Power Book II: Ghost

Outstanding Actress in a Comedy 
Series 
Issa Rae – Insecure

Outstanding actor in a comedy series 
Anthony Anderson - black-ish

Outstanding supporting actor in a 
comedy series 
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NOEL SCHAJRIS 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE

2 0 2 1

Latin Grammy winner, singer, songwriter and pianist Noel 
Schajris, has sold more than 25 million records and 1 
million tickets since his first solo album 20 years ago, some 
of his songs and albums had been appeared at the 
Billboard’s top ten charts. He has earned international 
success with the legendary duet Sin Bandera where he 
and Leonel Garcia created some of the biggest hits in 
Spanish music history. 

His music videos have more than 700 million views and his 
social media includes 9.5 million followers from more than 
15 countries.  As a recording artist, he has sung duets with 
John Legend, Brian Mcknight, Luis Fonsi, and Reik, just to 
name a few.

In 2020 he released the unique web www.NoelSchajris.fan 
which includes an online store, a fan subscription service 
and online shows . Mr. Schajris is considered to be one of 
the most important and celebrated artists in Latin music.
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Deon Cole - black-ish
Outstanding supporting actress in a 

comedy series 
Marsai Martin - black-ish

Outstanding performance by a youth 
(series, special, television movie or 
limited-series) 
Marsai Martin - black-ish

Outstanding writing in a comedy series 
Michaela Coel - I May Destroy You - Ep. 112 
“Ego Death”

Outstanding writing in a drama series 
Attica Locke - Little Fires Everywhere - Ep. 
104 “The Spider Web”

Outstanding writing in a television 
movie or special 
Geri Cole - The Power of We: A Sesame 
Street Special

Outstanding directing in a comedy 
series 
Anya Adams - black-ish - Ep. 611 “Hair Day”

Outstanding directing in a drama 
series 
Hanelle Culpepper - Star Trek: Picard - Ep. 
101 “Remembrance”

Outstanding directing in a television 
movie or special 
Eugene Ashe - Sylvie’s Love

Outstanding short form series - com-
edy or drama 
#FreeRayshawn

Outstanding performance in a short 
form series 
Laurence Fishburne - #FreeRayshawn

Outstanding short form series - reality/
nonfiction 
“Between The Scenes” - The Daily Show 
with Trevor Noah

Outstanding documentary (television - 
series or special) 
The Last Dance

Outstanding character voice-over per-
formance (television) 
Laya DeLeon Hayes - Doc McStuffins

Outstanding television movie, limited-
series or dramatic special 
Self Made: Inspired by the Life of Madam 
C.J. Walker

Outstanding actor in a television 
movie, limited-series or dramatic special 
Blair Underwood - Self Made: Inspired by 
the Life of Madam C.J. Walker

Outstanding actress in a television 

movie, limited-series or dramatic special 
Octavia Spencer - Self Made: Inspired by the 
Life of Madam C.J. Walker

Outstanding host in a talk or news/in-
formation (series or special) – individual 
or ensemble 
Trevor Noah - The Daily Show with Trevor 
Noah

Outstanding host in a reality/reality 
competition, game show or variety (se-
ries or special) – individual or ensemble 
Steve Harvey - Celebrity Family Feud

Outstanding guest performance - com-
edy or drama series 
Loretta Devine- P-Valley

Outstanding breakthrough creative 
(television) 
Raynelle Swilling - Cherish the Day

Television or Motion Picture
Outstanding directing in a documen-

tary (television or motion picture) 
Keith McQuirter - By Whatever Means Nec-
essary: The Times of Godfather of Harlem

Outstanding writing in a documentary 
(television or motion picture) 
Melissa Haizlip - Mr. SOUL!

Outstanding literary works
Fiction 

The Awkward Black Man - Walter Mosley
Nonfiction 

A Promised Land - Barack Obama
Debut author 

We’re Better Than This - Elijah Cummings
Biography/autobiography 

The Dead Are Arising - Les Payne, Tamara 
Payne

Instructional 
Vegetable Kingdom - Bryant Terry

Poetry 
The Age of Phillis - Honorée Jeffers

Children 
She Was the First!: The Trailblazing Life 
of Shirley Chisholm - Katheryn Russell-
Brown, Eric Velasquez

Youth/teens 
Before the Ever After - Jacqueline Woodson

Special Awards
Activist of the year 

Reverend Dr. Wendell Anthony
Youth activist of the year 

Madison Potts

Spingarn medal 
Misty Copeland

Founder’s 
Toni Vaz

Sports award I 
Stephen Curry

Sports award II
WNBA Player’s Association (Nneka 

Ogqumike accepting on behalf of WNBAPA)
Key of life 

Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett  

Tainy, Horacio 
Palencia, Ozuna & 
More Among  
BMI Latin  
Awards Winners
BY GRISELDA FLORES

B
MI announced its 28th annual 
BMI Latin Awards winners on 
Monday (March 29).

The list includes Christian 
Nodal’s “De Los Besos Que Te Di” which 
won regional Mexican song of the year and 
was penned by Edgar Barrera and José Es-
parza. This is the second year in a row that 
Barrera has received this accolade, and this 
is the first BMI Latin Award for Esparza.

Meanwhile, Bad Bunny and Tainy’s 
chart-topping “Callaíta” won contemporary 
Latin song of the year. Zion, Luny and Tunes 
are also listed as winners for this track since 
hitmaker Tainy samples their 2005 hit “Alo-
cate” in “Callaíta.”

Other top winners include Horacio 
Palencia, who was named regional Mexi-
can songwriter of the year for tracks such 
as “Amor A Primera Visa,” “El Amor de 
Mi Vida” and “Escondidos.” The Mexican 
singer-songwriter previously received this 
accolade in 2016 and 2017.

Contemporary Latin songwriter of the 
year went to Puerto Rican star Ozuna for 
penning eight of BMI’s most-performed 
songs, including “Yo x Ti, Tu x Mi” with Ro-
salía, “Otro Trago (Remix)” and the smash 
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hit “China.”
Universal Music Publishing Group was 

named publisher of the year for represent-
ing 20 of BMI’s most-performed Latin 
songs of 2020 with “11PM,” “Con Altura,” 
“Mi Meta Contigo,” “Que Pretendes,” “Que 
Calor” and “Sin Memoria,” among those 
honored from their catalog.

“It’s an honor to pay tribute to BMI’s 
exceptional family of music creators for 
writing and producing some of the most 
successful songs in Latin music,” said Je-
sus Gonzalez, BMI’s newly-appointed vice 
president, creative, Latin. “From contem-
porary Latin to regional Mexican, these 
remarkable visionaries are shaping the 
sound of today’s Latin music and inspiring 
the music makers of tomorrow. Today, we 
applaud our winners and thank them for 
sharing their musical gifts, which have kept 
us dancing and touched our hearts during 
these unprecedented times.”

Check out the complete list of win-
ners here. 

ARLO Signs With 
Sony Music’s 
Arista Records
BY THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

B
ritish recording artist and actor 
ARLO has signed with Sony 
Music Entertainment’s Arista 
Records.

Based in East London, ARLO will release 
new music this year with Arista Records. 
Named one of the new influential faces in 
the U.K. for music and TV in 2019 by the 
Evening Standard, ARLO has garnered mil-
lions of music streams and headline shows 
in London. ARLO most recently collaborat-
ed with rapper Mick Jenkins on “Changing.”

“ARLO is an incredible talent, and his 
approach to his artistry is innovative and 
original. We are so happy to have ARLO join 
the Arista family,” Arista Records president 
and CEO David Massey said.

“We are super excited to be welcom-
ing ARLO to the Arista family. ARLO is a 

remarkable talent with an amazing voice. 
We are so happy to be partnering with him 
on the next stages of his career,” said Evan 
Lipschutz, senior vp A&R at Arista.

Added ARLO: “I’m so excited to be join-
ing the Arista/Sony family. I can’t thank 
David and Evan enough for believing in me 
and supporting me on my journey.”

ARLO is repped by CAA worldwide for 
music, TV and film.

This article originally appeared in THR.
com. 

‘American Idol’ 
Announces All-
Star Duets Round 
Celebs: Exclusive
BY GIL KAUFMAN

A
merican Idol’s All-Star Duets 
and solo rounds will hit the air 
on April 4, and Billboard has an 
exclusive first peek at the A-list 

lineup of special guests who will join the 
singers vying to make the live rounds.

The top 24 singers will face off in the 
all-star round in a bid to make it to the live 
shows, where the top 16 will start competing 
on April 11.

The contestants will try to wow the 
judges by performing duets with surprise 
celebrity guests including: Idol season five 
runner-up Katharine McPhee, Jason Aldean, 
Tori Kelly, Ben Rector, Jimmie Allen, Joss 
Stone, Brian McKnight, Jewel, Incubus 
singer Brandon Boyd, Maroon 5’s PJ Mor-
ton, Josh Groban and Ryan Tedder.

Each celeb will be paired with two con-
testants and sing with each separately after 
the top 24 are revealed on tonight’s (March 
29) show. Idol’s “411 (All Star Duets and So-
los)” will air on April 4 (8:00-10:00 p.m. ET) 
and April 5 (8:00-10:00 p.m. ET) on ABC. 
But first, Monday night (March 29) will 
feature the second evening of showstopper 
performances for the remaining contestants 
vying for the top 24.

Sunday night’s intense battles saw Alyssa 

Wray blowing the judges away with her 
powerful rendition of “I’m Here” from The 
Color Purple as well as some serious vocal 
fireworks from Jason Warrior, a rough run 
for judge’s favorite Murphy and a cliffhanger 
showdown between the show’s young divas, 
Casey Bishop and Alanis Sophia.

Check out a preview of All-Star Duets 
night below. 

Without YBN 
Almighty Jay or 
Cordae Alongside 
Him, YBN Nahmir 
Knows It’s All  
Eyes on Him
BY BILLBOARD STAFF

Y
BN Nahmir is currently at 
peace after learning to roll with 
the punches in life. With the 
drama of the Young Boss N—-

-as/YBN crew split with former members 
Almighty Jay and Cordae behind him, the 
Alabama native is ready to focus on himself. 
Nahmir finally delivered his long-awaited 
debut album with VISIONLAND via Atlan-
tic Records on Friday (March 26).

“I took time to sit down and re-evaluate 
everything going on in my life and it made 
me calm down about situations,” Nahmir 
tells Billboard over Zoom. “I really been 
focusing on me and that’s the best way to do 
this. I gotta put myself first, so I could do it 
for everyone later on.”

The 21-year-old heard the critics who put 
him on the clock for another hit record and 
while the pressure mounted to a near-break-
ing point, 2019’s “Opp Stoppa” proved to be 
a life preserver in the rocky ocean waters. 
A song he made messing around may have 
saved his career, and he can thank TikTok 
star Addison Rae for making it go viral 
nearly two years after the track’s initial 
release.

“It was a blessing in disguise and came 
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from out of nowhere,” he admits. “Right 
when I needed it, it happened for me. It put 
a lot of stuff in front of me where I can keep 
going with this s—t and I feel like it’s the 
right time to drop the album.”

When we last spoke to the “Rubbin Off 
the Paint” rapper in 2017, he professed 
his goal to one day earn a No. 1 record 
on the Billboard charts. While he’s yet to 
reach the apex, “Opp Stoppa” is spending a 
seventh week on the Billboard Hot 100, with 
the help of a new verse from guest star 21 
Savage.

Billboard virtually caught up with Nahmir 
from the confines of his California mansion 
as he spoke on the unbreakable friendship 
bond with Cordae and Almighty Jay, his 
plans to channel Diddy’s mogul status, and 
why he told rappers to put the guns down.

Billboard: We last spoke at the end of 2017 
when “Rubbin Off the Paint” was bubbling 
on the charts. How do you feel about your 
career these last three years when you look 
back?

YBN Nahmir: I have mixed emotions 
about it too. It’s kind of weird. Sometimes 
it feels like everything happened so fast, 
but then sometimes it feels like I’ve been in 
this s—t for so long. It’s day-to-day damn 
near right now, but I’m looking forward to 
everything coming up. You know how it is, 
it’s different when you’re a superstar with 
this s—t. 

With VISIONLAND being your true de-
but, how did this come together and what’s 
the meaning behind the title?

I’ve really been working on it since “Rub-
bin Off the Paint” had dropped. I had some 
songs ready for it. I was just procrastinating 
[on] it and there was really a lot of growth. 
There’s a lot of s—t on there that I was going 
through in real life. 

VISIONLAND is this old park and I had a 
bunch of experiences there. I just felt like it 
was the right thing to do, especially if you’re 
from Birmingham, Alabama. That’s some-
thing that everyone knows about if you’re 
from Alabama. Alabama Adventure [is] what 
it’s called right now. I feel like a lot of people 
are gonna relate to it with my music speak-
ing for itself. 

Talk about how “Opp Stoppa” blew up?

I was f—king around in 2019. I dropped 
it because I moved into my new house and 
shot a quick video to it. It was a song for 
me, it wasn’t a song for my fans or nothing. 
It blew up with TikTok. I really wasn’t on 
TikTok too much at the time, but now I’m 
on that b—ch every day. I woke up one day 
and Addison Rae had recorded a video to it 
and it blew up. Everybody was like, “What 
song is that? That’s YBN Nahmir?” 

Addison Rae is doing music now — I saw 
she just dropped a single. Would you do a 
song with her?

Tell her to hit me and we could do some-
thing. We’re gonna go up. 

You toured with Machine Gun Kelly and 
Young Thug in 2019. Do you have a memora-
ble story or night with them on tour? Those 
are two rockstars. 

MGK, it’s always been a scene. I went to 
his show at EST Fest. That s—t was so f—
king crazy. We were up until 6 in the morn-
ing. Everyone was turnt. I’m like, “Damn, 
I’m so young and burned out. I need to go 
back to the hotel.” We were in the middle 
of f—king nowhere, so we couldn’t call no 
Ubers or nothing. 

Earlier in March, we saw you tweet telling 
rappers to stop putting guns in their videos. 
I felt like that was a good message with a 
lot of artists getting hit with gun charges. 
It’s a good evolution for you too, going from 
“Rubbin Off the Paint,” which is a song 
based around guns.

When I said that, I was really talking on 
the internet. Not really your music videos, 
because that’s your craft at the end of the 
day — but watch how you do it. Make sure 
you do it in the right way. I kind of slowed 
down on that, because it downplays a lot of 
your potential opportunities. You can’t get 
a lot of the s—t you expect to come with it if 
you’re always posting guns. You’re a liability 
to your label and the people that you’re get-
ting deals from. You gotta play it smart and 
look good with it. Everybody’s a super thug 
now. There’s singers that are super thug 
now. 

Lil Yachty said the easiest thing to be 
right now is a street rapper.

It’s a trend I guess. It’s just f—ked up right 
now.

What have some of your recent conversa-

tions with YBN Almighty Jay and Cordae 
been like, and how does it feel to have the 
group on your back now?

Last time I talked to Jay, I was playing the 
game with him on the livestream. We don’t 
really talk about business or life s—t, we just 
hop on and play. Cordae, we were chopping 
it up on some real life s—t with everything 
we got going on. It’s still that brother friend-
ship with both of them. It will never really 
change and get out of that phase where I 
don’t love them or they don’t love me. I’m 
gonna give them advice and they’re gonna 
give me advice too. Right now, it’s really me 
doing the music s—t. I got a whole lot of 
YBN members and they’re waiting for this 
to pop off. I got a lot of s—t up my sleeve. 

During your No Jumper interview, you 
talked about feeling manipulated by “older 
people” in your ear. Can you expand on 
what you meant by that?

Yeah, it was old n—-a s—t. If you saw the 
s—t Jay posted, he wasn’t lying about none 
of that. It was real life s—t. Yeah, I’m not 
gonna put nobody under the dirt, but I’ll 
probably let the people around me get it off 
so you guys could understand it more. It’s 
just old n—-as. 

When you look back on YBN, are you 
happy with the success and what the group 
accomplished these last few years?

Hell yeah, this is still just the begin-
ning, even if it was just me. Let’s just say I 
stopped rapping — I’d feel so accomplished 
with what I did. People try to downplay 
everybody’s success, and act like they didn’t 
do s—t, or have a stamp in people’s lives 
with their music. I feel like our accomplish-
ments were for us and we did it the right 
way. Cordae played his part right, the people 
in the background did their shit, and we’re 
still going.

In the past you’ve touched on your con-
versations with the late XXXTENTACION. 
What wisdom did you take from those?

He was tryna tell me to straighten up and 
start moving right. Keep my s—t straight, 
and don’t let people know where you stay, or 
don’t post your car on the internet. He’s on 
some “go to the water and don’t look back.” 
He looked out for me in a big brother type 
of way.

I’d talk to him all the time in the DMs 
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— and I only saw him three times, and he 
taught me a lot of lessons while he was here. 
I was listening to his music before we were 
cool. I never did a song with him. There was 
a studio in the hotel we were staying at and 
we were supposed to go down there but I 
was like, “F—k it.” And then I went to sleep. 
I had seen him right when I got to my hotel. 

How tough is it to have a public relation-
ship when you have people looking to bring 
you down?

You’re always going to expect it if you’re 
putting your girl on the Internet. There’s 
always going to be some bulls—t that people 
try to feed in and think they know about 
you. My s—t is straight. I’m in love. We’re 
cool. 

Two years going strong with Sahlt. They 
say you’re gonna break out a ring soon!

I’ma bring out the baby first. I’m gonna 
put that baby in her belly. 

Where do you see yourself in the next five 
years?

I’m gonna be on Diddy status. Getting 
hella bread with a big ass mansion in the 
Hills. I’m gonna f—k around and own a 
casino or something, like the mafia. 

After Viral 
Success of 
‘Whoopty,’ CJ  
Is Embracing  
His Latin Roots 
With Anuel & 
Ozuna Collab
BY JESSICA ROIZ

I
n the midst of the pandemic, CJ 
skyrocketed. With a viral song, 
a Billboard hit and a record deal later, 
the upcoming hip-hop artist has now 

teamed up with Anuel AA and Ozuna to 
put his stamp on the Latin music scene.

Born Christopher Daniel Soriano Jr., CJ is 
a Staten Island-based artist of Puerto Rican 

descent. His passion for music kicked off in 
his teenage years, putting himself on You-
Tube and SoundCloud. It was just last year, 
however, that the now-24-year-old got on 
the map with the chart-topping “Whoopty.”

The drill single that sampled the Bol-
lywood hit “Sanam Re,” and was produced 
by Cyprus native Pxcoyo, hit No. 1 on Bill-
board’s Emerging Artists chart and hit the 
top 40 of the Billboard Hot 100 in January. 
It also nabbed him his first-ever deal with 
Warner Records.

“Nothing has really come out of Staten 
Island since Wu-Tang Clan almost 25 years 
ago,” CJ tells Billboard. “It’s a blessing that I 
get the chance to put the local scene back on 
the map. So, I’m cool with that.”

On the mainstream side, CJ has been 
endorsed by artists such as Cardi B, 50 
Cent, French Montana, and Busta 
Rhymes. Now, he’s getting the same praise 
on the Latin side, already landing major 
collaborations with Anuel, Ozuna, Far-
ruko and El Alfa, to name a few.

After imprinting his name in the hip-
hope scene, he’s ready to conquer the Latin 
audience with his “Whoopty Latin Remix,” 
supported by Warner Music Latin.

Read our Q&A with CJ below.
You launched your career in the middle 

of the pandemic and already have a Bill-
board hit. Tell us about your beginnings 
in music.

I began making music when I was 13 or 
14 years old. I started to record myself on 
a mic that I had. A bit after high school 
is when I really began to take it seriously 
and I invested in my videos. Then I made 
“Whoopty” and the rest is history.

You also inked a deal with Warner Re-
cords. How did the deal come about?

After the song began to blow up, I was 
approached by different types of labels. We 
sat down with all of them to see what they 
were offering and bringing to the table, but 
once we sat down with Warner, they just 
came correct. I got my song pulled off from 
YouTube because of the sample, they had 
my back and did whatever it took to get the 
song back up. It just made perfect sense to 
work with them.

Who was the first person to believe in 
you?

Everybody around me believed in me and 
told me “Whoopty” was a hit. The numbers 
just kept rising crazy. It blew up on the 
internet and that’s when the labels started 
to reach out. I always believed in myself and 
I always knew that if I kept perfecting my 
craft, something would give.

“Whoopty” really put you at the fore-
front and it already has an NYC remix 
featuring French Montana and Rowdy 
Rebel. But what makes the Latin remix 
with Ozuna and Anuel a real standout?

When you reach the Latin market, it’s just 
a different feel. These are two huge super-
stars and I feel that it will reach a different 
type of lane, an international one. With the 
NYC remix, I wanted to solidify myself in a 
specific area but with this Latin remix, it’s 
just going to take the song to another level.

You will soon drop songs with Farruko 
and El Alfa too. How does it feel to be 
entering the Latin music scene with some 
of the big dogs?

It’s a crazy feeling because I dropped my 
record only eight months ago, and for me 
to start working with all the big dogs feels 
like I skipped all the steps. I didn’t begin 
working with all the smaller, local artists, I 
reached out to the heavy Latin artists in the 
game. It was super dope working with them.

How would you say that you embrace 
your Puerto Rican roots?

Definitely with the food that I eat. Every 
chance I get, I try to go home and spend 
time with my mom. On my records, I try 
to mix it up with a little bit of Spanish to 
embrace my heritage. I would go to Puerto 
Rico when I was young — and as I got older, 
I would visit two or three times a year. I 
love the food but I really enjoy going to La 
Plazita because of the night scene.

How do you feel the Latin music indus-
try will receive your music?

I feel like this is going to be great. I’m not 
sure if my fans are going to expect it, but I 
don’t think they’ll be surprised just because 
I’m Puerto Rican. I feel that it’s going to be 
nothing but great love.

What can we expect form your EP, Loy-
alty Over Royalty Deluxe?

My EP already dropped but we’re creating 
an enhanced EP with three of four bonus 
tracks. You can expect some Latin records 
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on there and I’m going to mix it with some 
drill music, for sure. 

Here’s What 
Detroit Rapper 
Tone Tone is 
Hoping To  
Inspire With His 
Toney Island 
Restaurant Launch
BY NEENA ROUHANI

T
one Tone has made his way into 
the hearts of Detroiters as a be-
loved hip-hop figure and essential 
mixtape voice for years. Now, 

he’s making his way into their stomachs: on 
Saturday (Mar. 27), the 36-year-old veteran 
rapper will open his Coney Island restau-
rant on the city’s Eastside, minutes away 
from his childhood home.

Cleverly named Toney Island, the 24/7 
pick-up-only joint will feature classic 
Detroit Coney staples, like chili-cheese 
fries and Coney dogs, alongside Tone’s own 
creations and savory soul food picks, paying 
homage to his music and community. The 
artist and father-of-two says that he hopes 
his business will serve as a motivator for 
local youth and big dreamers, noting the late 
Nipsey Hussle as an inspiration.

“Everybody’s not going to be gifted to 
hoop or gifted to rap,” explains Tone. “We’re 
trying to make [entrepreneurship] a new 
wave for the hood.”

Donning an iced-out chain centering 
a photo of his late grandmother while 
speaking to Billboard, Tone points out the 
inspirations behind the restaurant. From the 
Berry Gordy Chicken & Waffles to framed 
photos of late city icons including Aaliyah, 
Aretha Franklin, J Dilla and Proof lining the 
window sill, Detroit’s rich musical history 
will take center stage at Toney Island.

Among the local legends revered at the 

restaurant is Tone himself. The rapper 
has long been a constant on Detroit radio 
stations, and recently signed a deal with 
Empire Distribution, a company boasting a 
list of clients that includes Kendrick Lamar, 
Anderson .Paak and Snoop Dogg. Tone’s 
first major release with Empire, the mixtape 
Baby Unk 2, features Detroit favorites like 
Icewear Vezzo and YN Jay, and was led by 
“100 P’s,” a trap-heavy tune with DaBaby 
which came about during a joint session 
between the rappers in DaBaby’s home state 
of North Carolina.

Toney Island’s spotlight item, the Wad-
dupdoe Burger, is named after Tone’s 2007 
breakout song turned Detroit anthem, hon-
oring the city’s signature greeting. Custom-
ers have the option of a six-ounce beef or 
turkey patty, lettuce, tomato, pickles, cheese 
and the signature Toney sauce. Despite 
breaking into the restaurant business, Tone 
says he’s not much of a cook. “I’m a fan of 
eating food, though,” he jokes. Instead, Tone 
prefers working behind the scenes, curating 
the right staff, menu and image for his buzz-
ing restaurant.

“This restaurant took me from a Detroit 
legend to iconic,” says Tone. “It’s being 
talked about like a hit song.” Among the con-
gratulatory texts and calls: Akon, producer 
Jazzy Pha and former NBA great Chris 
Webber.

When coming up with the menu, Tone 
reflected on his own journey. “I remember 
going to get chili cheese fries literally having 
$2.25, that’s it,” he explains. “I couldn’t even 
get the wings with it.” At the time, Tone was 
an 18-year-old burgeoning rapper, record-
ing vocals in a friend’s closet. When his 
breakout record “I Ain’t Playin Witcha” hit 
the streets, everything changed. Tone says 
crowds began to gather outside of his family 
home so frequently that he was forced to 
move out.

While the days of closet recording booths 
and savoring two-dollar meals are behind 
him, Tone’s humble beginnings continue to 
inspire his efforts. For the menu, he coined 
the “4 for 4 Project Meal,” a nod to Wendy’s 
4 for $4 deal, the nearby Manor projects and 
his own early struggles. The meal consists of 
two sliders, fries and a drink, satisfying the 
hunger of patrons on a budget.

Opening a family-run, Black-owned 
Coney Island on the eastside of Detroit is 
a point of pride for Tone. “You’re going to 
walk in here seeing all Black people, the 
people who supervise, the workers are all 
my blood family,” he says. Through his flour-
ishing business, Tone hopes to give opportu-
nities to passionate local chefs.

The restaurant’s logo is a photoshopped 
image of the rapper-turned-entrepreneur’s 
one-year-old son, Antonio Jr., donning a 
Jesus piece, tattoos and Cartier buffalo horn 
frames, known to Detroiters as “Buffs.” 
Tone, who plans to franchise Toney Island 
and is gearing up for multiple single and 
visual releases, notes the importance of 
legacy: 20 percent of his masters under Em-
pire Distribution are in his son’s name, he 
says. “Fifty years from now,” says Tone, “he’s 
going to know that he was a part of this.” 

Sharon Osbourne 
Is Out at ‘The Talk’
BY MICHAEL O’CONNELL

S
haron Osbourne is out of the con-
versation, parting ways with The 
Talk in the wake of her heated 
on-air defense of pal Piers Morgan 

— one that saw her demand co-star Sheryl 
Underwood “educate” her about racism on 
live air.

The news came two weeks after the 
March 10 dustup, one that was followed 
by multiple allegations of racist comments 
from Osbourne being levied by former 
co-stars Leah Remini and Holly Robinson 
Peete. CBS confirmed the expected depar-
ture late Friday afternoon.

“Sharon Osbourne has decided to 
leave The Talk,” read a statement. “The 
events of the March 10 broadcast were up-
setting to everyone involved, including the 
audience watching at home. As part of our 
review, we concluded that Sharon’s behavior 
toward her co-hosts during the March 10 
episode did not align with our values for a 
respectful workplace. We also did not find 
any evidence that CBS executives orches-
trated the discussion or blindsided any of 
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the hosts. At the same time, we acknowledge 
the network and studio teams, as well as the 
showrunners, are accountable for what hap-
pened during that broadcast as it was clear 
the co-hosts were not properly prepared by 
the staff for a complex and sensitive discus-
sion involving race. During this week’s 
hiatus, we are coordinating workshops, 
listening sessions and training about equity, 
inclusion and cultural awareness for the 
hosts, producers and crew. Going forward, 
we are identifying plans to enhance the 
producing staff and producing procedures to 
better serve the hosts, the production and, 
ultimately, our viewers.”

Like so much of the news cycle these 
days, the origin of Osbourne’s on-air demise 
is Meghan Markle’s barn-burning interview 
with Oprah Winfrey — in which the Duch-
ess of Sussex alleged racist behavior within 
the British Royal Family. Media firebrand 
and perennial martyr Piers Morgan called 
Markle a liar on Good Morning Britain, 
stormed off the set and ultimately quit the 
ITV program as many regarded his com-
ments as racist.

When Osbourne came to his defense 
on The Talk, the discourse quickly devolved. 
At one point, and most damningly, she 
demanded that Underwood, a Black woman, 
explain to her why Morgan was being called 
a racist. “Educate me, tell me when you have 
heard him say racist things,” Osbourne said. 
“I very much feel like I’m about to be put 
in the electric chair because I have a friend, 
who many people think is a racist, so that 
makes me a racist?”

Osbourne apologized on Twitter, but 
the show suspended production starting 
March 15 as it announced an internal in-
vestigation. Things got worse for Osbourne 
from there. After Robinson Peete accused 
Osbourne of having a hand in her own 
dismissal from The Talk, alleging Osbourne 
had referred to her as “too ghetto,” Remini 
entered the conversation. The actress and 
activist, during an interview with journalist 
Yashar Ali, claimed that Osbourne had made 
racist comments about former colleague 
(and Chinese-American woman) Julie Chen, 
homophobic remarks about The Talk creator 
and then-moderator Sara Gilbert and anti-
Italian slurs toward Remini herself.

Initially contrite on Twitter, Osbourne 
then went on the offense during the show’s 
hiatus. She gave interviews to both Vari-
ety and Entertainment Tonight, claiming that 
she had been “set up” by the producers and 
was offered up as a “sacrificial lamb.” Her 
publicist also issued a doozy of a statement, 
alluding to Remini and Robinson Peete’s 
comments by noting, “The only thing worse 
than a disgruntled former employee is a 
disgruntled former talk show host.” It’s not 
typically the strategy of someone expecting 
to keep their job, so the writing seemed to 
be on the wall.

Still, CBS took its time with the investiga-
tion into the matter — first announcing a 
two-show hiatus and then extending it to 
a full two weeks as the additional claims 
came in.

The Talk holds a unique space in CBS’ 
daytime block as the only in-house talk 
format in a lineup otherwise dominated by 
game shows, soap operas and syndicated 
content. (One piece of that syndicated con-
tent in most markets, however, is CBS Media 
Ventures’ The Drew Barrymore Show — al-
ready renewed for a second season after 
a promising launch.) Positioned as a rival 
to The View, The Talk has enjoyed its fair 
share of ratings success and the rotation that 
so often comes with panel formats. Original 
cast members Remini, Robinson Peete and 
Marissa Jaret Winokur were all dumped 
after the first season with fellow originals 
Chen and Gilbert dropping out in recent 
years. Osbourne was the last remaining 
founding panelist.

Osbourne holds a unique place in 21st-
television history. The British national rose 
to Stateside prominence in 2002 with the 
wildly successful launch of MTV’s The Os-
bournes, a docuseries that paved the way for 
a generation of reality talent. She followed 
that with a brief talk show of her own and a 
run as a judge on America’s Got Talent be-
fore settling into The Talk as her full-time 
gig. Her dance card is currently empty.

As for The Talk, Underwood is still joined 
by remaining panelists Carrie Ann Inaba, 
Amanda Kloots and Elaine Welteroth. It’s 
not immediately clear if or when CBS might 
bring on a fifth member. The show will 
return with original episodes on Monday, 

April 12, following the pre-scheduled hiatus 
the week of April 5.

This article was originally published 
by The Hollywood Reporter. 

Lana Del Rey 
Earns Fifth 
U.K. No. 1 With 
‘Chemtrails Over 
The Country Club’
BY LARS BRANDLE

L
ana Del Rey flies high on the U.K. 
albums chart with Chemtrails 
Over The Country Club (Polydor), 
which gives the U.S. singer her 

fifth No. 1.
Chemtrails bows at the summit with 

40,000 chart sales, according to the OCC, a 
sum that includes a whopping 16,700 sales 
on vinyl. That’s enough to give Del Rey the 
fastest-selling vinyl of the century for a 
female act, and No. 3 among all artists.

With her latest No. 1 on the Official U.K. 
Albums Chart, Del Rey ties Celine Dion for 
the fifth most No. 1 albums by a female solo 
artist in the U.K. Only Madonna, Kylie 
Minogue, Barbra Streisand and Taylor 
Swift have landed more.

With Chemtrails crowned this week, Jus-
tin Bieber’s sixth studio album Justice (Def 
Jam) starts at No. 2. Justice begins its chart 
journey at No. 1 in the U.S. and Australia and 
is the most-streamed album of the week in 
the U.K.

Also new to the albums survey this week 
is Black Honey’s Written and Directed (Fox-
five), at No. 7. It’s the indie rockers’ first Top 
10 appearance.

Veteran singer-songwriters Bob 
Dylan and Sting claim Top 20 berths on 
the latest U.K. chart. Dylan’s commemora-
tive boxset 1970 (Sony Music CG) opens 
at No. 13, for his 64th Top 40 LP as a solo 
artist; while Sting debuts at No. 17 with Du-
ets (Polydor/UMC) for the former The 
Police frontman’s 20th Top 40 album as a 
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solo artist.
Meanwhile, Nathan Evans’ sea shanty 

“Wellerman” (Polydor) with 220 Kid and 
Billen Ted enters a second week atop the 
Official U.K. Singles Chart.

“Wellerman” holds a comfortable lead of 
10,000 chart sales over its nearest competi-
tor, A1 & J1’s “Latest Trends” (EMI), holding 
at No. 2. “Latest Trends” is the most-
streamed song of the week.

Thanks to the release of his new album, 
Justin Bieber scores the highest new entry 
of the week with “Peaches” featuring Daniel 
Caesar and Giveon, at No. 3. Bieber sees 
two additional songs impact the Top 40, 
including “Hold On,” which lifts 31-10. The 
Canadian pop singer can now boast 26th 
Top 10 singles to his name. 

Nathan Evans’ 
‘Wellerman’ 
Cruising to  
Third Week Atop 
U.K. Chart
BY LARS BRANDLE

N
athan Evans’ sea shanty “Weller-
man” is sailing towards a third 
U.K. chart crown.

After the first 48 hours of the 
chart cycle, “Wellerman” boasts a lead of 
almost 2,000 chart sales on its nearest rival, 
Riton x Nightcrawlers’ “Friday” featuring 
Mufasa and The Hypeman, the OCC reports.

There’s more than enough time for “Fri-
day” to mount a challenge on “Wellerman”.

Following the No. 1 debut of his Evering 
Road album, British singer Tom Grennan 
could snag two entries the Top 10. “Little Bit 
Of Love” lifts 13-7 on the First Look chart, 
while his collaboration with Ella Hender-
son, “Let’s Go Home Together,” vaults 19-8 
on the sales blast.

The highest new entry on the First Look 
survey belongs to Lil Nas X’s “Montero 
(Call Me By Your Name),” new at No. 15. The 
song and its controversial music video is 

lifted from the U.S. rapper’s forthcoming 
album of the same name.

Just one place behind is rising British 
singer Mimi Webb’s “Good Without,” drop-
ping in at No. 16.

The Official U.K. Singles Chart is pub-
lished late Friday, local time. 

Miley Cyrus to 
Play Concert for 
‘Frontline Heroes’ 
During NCAA 
Final Four
BY KATIE ATKINSON

A 
group of frontline workers are 
about to get an in-person Mi-
ley Cyrus concert, and you can 
get a front-row seat too. The 

NCAA, Turner Sports and CBS Sports has 
announced a special Tribute to Frontline 
Heroes concert featuring Cyrus to take place 
between the two men’s basketball Final Four 
games on April 3, which will be broadcast on 
CBS, NCAA March Madness Live and with 
unique camera angles via the Final Four app.

In between the first and second national 
semifinal games for the March Madness 
men’s basketball tournament in Indianapo-
lis, Cyrus will perform a set as part of the 
Capital One Tournament Central show. The 
NCAA is inviting select frontline workers, 
including Indiana University Health system 
staff, to attend the concert.

This week, Cyrus celebrated the 15th 
anniversary of the premiere of her break-
out Disney Channel show Hannah Mon-
tana, sharing a handwritten note with her 
fictional alter ego and sending care pack-
ages to her famous friends and co-stars 
to mark the occasion. Cyrus’ most recent 
album, Plastic Hearts, debuted at No. 1 
on Billboard’s Top Rock Albums chart and 
spawned the Billboard Hot 100 top 20 hit 
“Midnight Sky.”

Cyrus is no stranger to performing around 
sporting events in 2021: She also played 

the TikTok Tailgate pre-game concert 
ahead of last month’s Super Bowl LV in 
Tampa, Florida.

The first NCAA semifinal game is set 
to begin at 5 p.m. ET on Saturday, April 3, 
with the second game set for 8:30 p.m. ET, 
while Miley’s concert will air between the 
two match-ups. The Tribute to Frontline 
Heroes is presented by AT&T, Capital One 
and Coca-Cola. 

BTS Release 
E-Book 
Celebrating 
‘Connect, BTS’ 
Global Art Project
BY GIL KAUFMAN

B
TS are always looking for a way 
to connect with their fans from 
every corner of the planet. And 
their latest project does just that 

by taking the group’s 2020 global art ex-
hibition and turning it into an e-book that 
highlights the artists involved in the project 
while revisiting the installations.

“CONNECT, BTS: A Glimpse of the 
Global Public Art Project” is a 400-page 
look back at the art exhibits the K-pop sep-
tet put on last year in London, Buenos Aires, 
Berlin, New York and Seoul that aimed to 
“connect five cities and 22 artists, each of 
whom contributes their unique philoso-
phy and imagination.” The event that took 
place from January-March 2020 as part of a 
celebration of the group’s seventh anniver-
sary and the release of their album Map of 
the Soul: 7, included the unveiling of a large 
aluminum and steel sculpture by Antony 
Gormely in New York in early February.

“It’s the belief that diversity can create a 
world where differences do not render us 
apart but ‘connect’ us together through our 
uniqueness,” the group said in a statement 
about the book that was released on Monday 
(March 29) in English and Korean. “We 
hope that you can be a part of CONNECT, 
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BTS through this shared belief, and we hope 
that here is true inspiration awaiting our 
discovery.”

CONNECT kicked off on Jan. 14, 2020, 
with free exhibitions of works by the art-
ists Tomás Saraceno, Jakob Kudsk Steensen, 
Ann Veronica Janssens and Yiyun Kang as 
well as 17 performance artists and teams 
including Jelili Atiku.

Daehyung Lee, the curator of Connect, 
BTS, spoke to Billboard after the formal un-
veiling of the artwork in New York, describ-
ing the project’s goal of bridging the gaps 
of human connection. “When I had a very 
casual conversation with the BTS members 
and Big Hit [staff ], we shared the view of 
the role of art in our society and how in the 
future it should be different from the past,” 
Lee said.

“Art is a really proven lens for all of us to 
understand different people and different 
cultures, but that good virtue and that good 
message has been trapped in the silo of the 
institutionalized [art world], so only a lim-
ited number of people have access. That’s 
the sad reality, yet at the same time we 
keep witnessing all the dividers around the 
world, for economic and political reasons, 
and we are building invisible walls around 
the world. [At the same time] people are 
communicating virtually, through [social 
media], with the same taste, same visions, 
but we are building huge and thicker walls. 
We keep forgetting how to communicate 
properly with our own neighbors, so that 
causes a huge problem because as human 
beings we have to be connected, we are 
social animals.”

Check out the link to the e-book — which 
will be available for free download on 
BTS’ official CONNECT site until april 
30 — and the new font the group created to 
celebrate the collection’s release below, as 
well as a video about the project. 

Megan Thee 
Stallion Donates 
$50,000 
Following Atlanta 
Shootings: ‘I Am 
Heartbroken’
BY BILLBOARD STAFF

M
egan Thee Stallion, who said 
she was “heartbroken” by 
the killing of eight people in 
Atlanta on March 16, pledged 

to donate $50,000 to Advancing Justice 
Atlanta in their efforts to fight for the civil 
rights of Asian Americans in Georgia over 
the weekend.

“I am heartbroken by the loss of eight 
individuals taken from their families on 
March 16 in a senseless, violent attack 
against Asian Americans,” wrote the rapper 
in an Instagram post.

Meg’s donation is in collaboration with 
Fashion Nova and journalist/activist May 
Lee, and supports the nonprofit legal advo-
cacy organization that helps Asian Ameri-
cans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders 
in Georgia and the Southeast.

“We stand in solidarity with all Asian 
Americans in saying that enough is enough,” 
Meg wrote, along with the hashtags #StopA-
sianHate #StandWithAANHPICommunity.

The horrific shooting, in which a gun-
man opened fire in three different spas in 
the Atlanta area, resulted in the killing of 
eight people — six of whom were Asian 
women. The victims have been identified as 
Soon Chung Park, 74; Hyun Jung Grant, 51; 
Suncha Kim, 69; Yong Ae Yue, 63; Delaina 
Ashley Yuan, 33; Paul Andre Michels, 54; 
Xiaojie Yan, 49; and Daoyou Feng, 44.

Though a motive has not yet been an-
nounced in the mass shooting, which was 
attributed to a 21-year-old white man, 
the targeting of the businesses has put a 
national spotlight on the dramatic increase 
in violence against Asian Americans in the 

United States over the past year. The spike is 
believed to be related to the racist language 
used by some in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which scientists believe origi-
nated in Wuhan, China.

The outpouring of support has resulted 
in a similar $50,000 donation to the families 
of the victims from Masked Singer judge 
Ken Jeong, as well as artists such as Olivia 
Rodrigo, Lin-Manuel Miranda and Ariana 
Grande sharing lists of resources to help 
combat anti-Asian bias.

One of the loudest rallying cries from 
many musicians and activists is to stand up 
and report instances of harassment and at-
tacks. Here are some ways to do so:

Stand Against Hatred
Stop AAPI Hate
Also, if you or someone you know wishes 

to speak with a mental health professional 
or seek other professional support for 
abuse against Asian Americans, try these 
resources:

Asian Mental Health Collective
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration
Butterfly Asian and Migrant Sex Work-

ers Support Network
Asian/Pacific Islander Domestic Vio-

lence Resource Project
Apicha Community Health Center 

Mike Posner Is 
Climbing Mt. 
Everest For a 
Good Cause: ‘I 
Want My Climb to 
Be About Others’
BY GIL KAUFMAN

M
ike Posner has gotten very 
used to going on walkabout. 
The “I Took a Pill in Ibiza” 
rapper, who spent much of 

2019 walking across the continental U.S. and 
was briefly interrupted by a rattlesnake 

IN BRIEF

https://www.connect-bts.com/
https://www.billboard.com/music/megan-thee-stallion
https://www.billboard.com/music/megan-thee-stallion
https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/9542133/john-legend-speaks-out-atlanta-shootings-anti-asian-violence/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CM8aA-elqy1/
https://www.standagainsthatred.org/report
https://stopaapihate.org/reportincident/
https://www.asianmhc.org/
https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.butterflysw.org/
https://www.butterflysw.org/
https://dvrp.org/
https://dvrp.org/
https://www.apicha.org/en/home
https://www.billboard.com/author/gil-kaufman
https://www.billboard.com/music/mike-posner
https://www.billboard.com/music/mike-posner
https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/8528680/mike-posner-back-walk-across-america-after-snake-bite


 Page 29 of 29

bite, announced his latest adventure on 
Monday (March 29). The Detroit native said 
he plans to climb Mt. Everest in May to raise 
funds for his hometown’s Detroit Justice 
Center.

“While my walk across America was 
about me finding myself, I want my climb to 
be about others,” Posner said in a statement. 
“Before my dad died, he was a criminal 
defense attorney in Detroit for 40 years. 
I’ve decided to dedicate my climb to the 
non-profit Detroit Justice Center because 
they’re doing criminal justice reform work 
in my city that would make my dad beam 
with joy.”

The trek up the world’s highest moun-
tain (which rises to 29,000 feet) will come 
after Posner spent 18 moths doing intensive 
high altitude training in Colorado, scaling 
more than 40 peaks, according to a release 
announcing the effort, for which the MC 
has set up a GoFundMe to raise money for 
the Justice Center. Speaking to CBS This 
Morning on Monday, Posner said he was 
well aware of the possible danger of his 
undertaking.

“They brought me to tears more than 
once, but if you push too hard in mountains 
you die,” he said of the potential pitfalls 
of ascending the mountain where winds 
can top 100 m.p.h., and which has become 
so overcrowded in recent years that even 
experienced climbers have perished. “One 
thing I’ve learned is that a lot of life, a lot of 
beauty, is on the other side of that feeling of 
anxiety, or fear, or whatever you want to call 
it,” Posner told CBS This Morning about any 
trepidation he has about the adventure.

The plan is to leave for Kathmandu, 
Nepal, this week and complete the climb 
within several months. Posner’s latest single, 
the bouncy “Momma Always Told Me” 
featuring Stanaj and Yung Bae, was released 
earlier this year. His 2010 song “Please 
Don’t Go” got an unexpected bump recently 
when it became part of the TikTok #Please-
DontGoChallenge.

See Posner’s announcement and watch 
him talk about his trek below. 
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